The Eastern Question

who was thoroughly alarmed by this offer, appealed to France
and Great Britain with a view to an alliance, but met with a
refusal.    Russia repudiated the action of her Ambassador and
maintained that he had acted without authorisation.   France
was in a difficult position as she was favourably disposed
towards Italy but she was anxious for the maintenance of
the status quo in Turkey.    Germany was equally embarrassed.
She desired to maintain good relations with the "Young
Turks" and she felt if she were to support Italy her position
in Turkey would be jeopardised ;  on the other hand, if she
supported Turkey, Italy might then desert the Triple Alliance.
Thus Germany endeavoured to mediate between the two.
Austria discountenanced an Italian attack on Turkey's Euro-
pean mainland possessions but was agreeable to Italy's attack-
ing the Islands.   In the spring of 1912 the Italians occupied
Rhodes, Samos and a number of other islands in the ^gean
Sea.    On February iyth Aerenthal died and was succeeded
by Count Berchtold, the former Austrian Ambassador at
St. Petersburg and a member of the old Austrian aristocracy,
whose castle of Buchlau was the scene of the misunderstanding
between Iswolski and Aerenthal which led to the Bosnian
crisis.    In   June   Poincare"   proposed  a  conference  of the
Powers to discuss the problems of Tripoli and the Straits
and desired that the Entente and the Allied Governments
should declare their d&sinttressement in the Balkans, but the
Russian Foreign Minister, Sazonow, would not agree to this
and Italy and Turkey refused to have their dispute settled
by a conference.   Meanwhile events had been moving in
the Balkans.    On July I2th peace negotiations were begun
and peace was signed at Ouchy in Switzerland on October
i8th, ten days after the outbreak of the First Balkan War.

.    THE BALKAN LEAGUE AND THE BALKAN WARS

(A) THE FERST BALKAN
IDEAS of a Balkan League had existed as early as the first
years after the signature of the Treaty of BmJN, but the
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